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Cape Cod

A legend sails on

Vineyard folk hero gets
film treatment

By ALISON MCCALL
COR TR TING WEITTCH
chooner ssilor Zebulon
Rorthrop Tion (1886-1852) s

& Martha's Vineyard folk bBero,
B motoricus, crods-eyed ladies

man of incredible strength and
charisma

Thiey say that whenever Tilton
becames impatient (o sall, he would

throw his dory overboard, attach his
schoaner to the little rowboat and
row the BRg ship, fully loaded with
cargo, ol of the harbor himgelf,
instoad Of waiting to be towed.
Another story runa that he once
kelped theee Coast Guardamen strug-
gling with an anchor by naldng them

sée TEB, page 2 mmmmm'

Zeb: Film recalls Vineyard character

from €1 B ==
to step nslde and holsting

the weight all by himself. Yat
another says he defeated the
entire Hurvard boxing team. He
even has & gencral store named
nfter him in Mew Hompshire,

Mow a film has been made
about hint “Zeb - Schooner
Life"will be shown Monday af
Capé Cinema in Denmis.

The film is modeted on
the book*Zeb; Celebrated
Schooner Capinin of Martha's
Vineyard,” by Polly Burroughs.
Burroughs, who has written o
great number of books nhaut
the Cape and [zlends, snid she
knew to focus her next book on
Tilen when & friend told her
he was"the most unforgettable
character that ever lived on
Martha's Vineyard,”

Indeed, the film’s director,
Gordon Massingham, said he
found in his interviews that the
ﬁ:gidm o Zah;'drm had sur-

W the [l'-ﬂ-ﬂ‘lﬂﬁnl-.
Though he éxpected only older
residents of Martha's Vinevard
to remember the sailor, he was

ised to discover that much
of the younger population
knew the legend weall,

Zeb lived in Chilmark and
trnnsported lumber, oysters,

According to local tales, Zeb and the .
schooner he captained, the Alice 5.
Wentworth, could sall to Chicago on a
“heavy dew."

fce and coal inzisted that her book should
in the Hl.'.i be made into o documentary,
Ie competing against gns-  and, aftér much prodding. she
and cil-driven cirgo ships. The  approached Emergency Film
schooner he famously cap- Groap to help place her waords
tained, though not his first ship, on the big screen

was the Alice 5. Wentworth
According to local tales, the
w0 could zall to Chicago on a
“heavy dew” d

"W wers ladking for a local

now primarily mlmtra.in}.u
videos for emergency-response
agencies. Nonetheless, Mass-
ingham, who ownas the com-
m:ﬁ: his l'umlnly.hiaid all af

genasally have some
history to them.

*1 was & history major, so
I've always had that Interest,”
said M “To make &
film entirely aboot history, well,
thn:': & very nice thing to do®

sakd that, after
ihu wrote if, hor readers

H{ugj i ﬁ fm heppened
“(Burroughs) ppe

to show up. it happened af the
right time.”

Massingham said the film's
first relense on Martha's Vine-
ymrd was a great success - the
premiere alone, a benefit for
the Martha's Vineyard Histori-
cal Soclety, sold all 230 seats at
£50 u ticket The director said
he was surprised to see a long
line of people walting outside
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