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By MARILYN J. ROWLAND
“ZTob—Schooner Life," Gor
don Maszsingham's docomentary
about the life of famed Martha's
Vineyard ses captain Zebulon
Northrup Tilton, will have its
Cape Cod premiere on Monday,
June 1, at ‘7T PM at the Cape Cin-
emna, B2 Routs 84, In Dennis.
Tickais are $10 and will he sold
at the door.

Mr. Massingham will be prosent
for a Q&A following the sereen.

Ing.

The flm, which debuted [aut
summer on. the Vineysrd as a
benafit for the historical socipty,
& based on the 1672 book, “Zab,
Celebrated Schooner Captaln of
Marthn's Vinewnrd," by Martha's
Vineyard reaident Polly Bar
roughs. It Integrates Captaln Til-
ton's story with informstion oo
Wampsnoag lore, the whaling in-
dustry, scheoner design and con-
siruetion, Zeb's schooner, the Al-
lee 5 Wenfworth, local maritime
ldre, and the extonded Tilton
family, known, in part, for their
love of singing. Historle footage
and photographs of Tilton, the
Wontworth, and local maritime
gettings provide the focus for this
wide-ranging look al Captain Til-
ton and & nearly forgotten way of
lifa.

Captain Tilton was born in 188G
and he died in 1652 al the age of
&7, He began his life ns o sailpr
when ha was 15, bécoming such a
akilled navigator that it was said
he could make it o Chicago “on a
heavy dew.” Hewas s humble and
homely coasting schooner cap-
taln, delivering bricks, lumber,
cobblestones, and paving oll up
and down the cosst of New Eng-
lnnd, uslig his salling skills Lo
reduce transport Lime and (o sur
vive brutal storme at sen. Hard-
working, pepular with the ladies,
and n chardsmatle stortellern he
became a national celabrity, the
subject of hundreds of ogwspa-
per articles and many fadia in-
terviews:

Zeb wos o true lagal folk haro,
tall, aboul 84", with large hands
and enormous strengih, and sto-
rles afhis legendary fents abound,

Th-r.&uhnmu:' Ml:m 5. Wmtwmﬁ at Brani Polnt

He not only navigated his schoo
ner, bt be hauled cargs, loading
and unloading at'évery port His
vwork ethie was legendary.

But he alss enjoyed n good
time, mnd would fhrow parties
on the Wentworth when he come
inte port and work was done. Tt
wan sald he had o woman in ev-
ey part, hut be was 8 faomily man,

who said he never gmioked, drank,
of played around.

Married three times, he had 10
children with his second wife, sev-
on of whom survived infancy, AT
tar his third murriage, at the nge
of T2, Zob and Grace took off on &
honeymoon rip aboard the Allee
8. Wentworth to New Bediord to
plek up conl for Nantucket,

Zeb Tlltu-n nt the wheel of the Alice 8, Wentworth

prise

The Aliee 5 Wentworth s as
much the slar of “Zeb—Schoo-
ner Life” as Zeb is. Known as “a
bondy Hitle vessel, the schooner
was well-designed and good look-
ing, and with Zeb at the wheel, it
was known and respecbed far and
wicle, It hauled bricks to Martha's
MNineyard for the old high school

now elementary school) and

met cobblestones for Nan-
juckels sirests. The l“bjt!t'i ol -
merons photographs, painbings,
ecarvings, and woather vanes, the
schooner lves on in the hearts of
local salling bulls,

As the movie points out, schoo-
ners are alive and weall today,
‘taking on load after load of tour
it these days Instend of cobble-
sloned.

“Feb—Schooner Life” {8 sure to
‘nppeal to anyone with an appre-
"clation of New England maritime

history and the ealorful cherao-
ters that shaped the sconomy and

1 oultupe of the région.

Director Massingham, of De-
irick Tawrence Productions of
Edgartown, is one of thope psople
with a love of maritime history,
He has bhean making Alms for 31
yvears. With a master's degree o
creative writing, he has tooght
writing and English 'literaturs,
wnd his Arst job wis 88 &8 news-
] reporter for the Capo Cod
Times

It was in gradunte school, when
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