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Vineyard movie has Nantucket ties

Ceurtesy of Gosdan Massinghem

Nantucketer Charlle Sayle Sr., loft, with Vineyard schooner Capt.
Zebulon Northrup Titton, the subject of “Zeb-Schooner Life.”

Profile of schooner Capt. Zeb Tilton
features islander Charlie Sayle Sr.

By Joshun Balling
[&M Assistant Editor

It was snid thot the coastal
schoonoer Alice 8. Wentworth,
with Martha's Vineyard Capt.
Zebulon Northrup Titton at the
wheel, could outasil the Amer-
eas Cup yachts of her day in' the
early part of the 20th century.

The man Tilton often chosoe as
his most brusted mate was not a
fisllow islander, howovor Al loast
not an islander from Martha's
"n."m:umrd:. Hi wian Nantucketor
Charlio Savle Sc, n know|edge-
ahle and talented captain in his
own right, who wont to sea at 14
an " ﬁahi::ng' wchooner out of
Glouceator and eventually set-
tled on Nantuckot, where his
family runs a finh markst to this
day, Sayle also kept an extensive
photographic record of Tilton's
vayages, the grainy black and
white images harkening back to
A near-lorgotien time when sail-
ing ships ruled the seas and the

pace of Hife was much slower.

Bayle’s son Charlie Jr. knows
only whnat he's read and hedrd of
his Inte fnther's time with Tilton,
a chariematic and charming
mian who became a darling of
the burpeoning mass modin of
the day, thanks to his sniling
expluile, Bal Savle cun recnll sto-
nes of the Wentworth putting in
ni Nuntucket and the inevitable
paarties that followed once Lhis
cargo of bricks, paoving slones or
cardwood wits unkaded,

Duaring the Greatl Depresabon,
the Alice Wentworth also took
pEssEnrers on exoursions from
the dock on Manticket, Thi
price? 2 for & fve-hour sail,

*Thers was always o party,”
Suyle said, “Big partiea”

Tilton, Savie Sr and the Alice
Wentworth are profiled in the
documentary film “Feb-Schooner
Lifie,” which uses their story ss g
lens through which to view the
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Schooner' V"meyard documentary features islander Charlie Sayle Sr.

iContinuwed from poge 11H)

eonstal schooner era of the mid-
AE00: to early 1900z, when the
emall but fast and sturdy ahips
enrried the bulk of the cargo
bhetwoon East Coast ports. The
hour-plus film, written and
directed by Gordon Meassingham
of Martha's Vinevard and based
on Polly Burroughs' biography of
Tilton, will be shown Wednesday
night ot the Coffin Schooal on
Winder Strest.

* Zeb Tilton was born in 1866,
just after the Civil War and dur
ing the deeline of whaling At 15,
he shipped out on the constal
Echooner Eliza Jane, and evens
tually became her captain. At 33,
he bought the Wilfred J Fuller,
and quickly became known for
his novigntional akills.

. The Alice 8 Wentworth was
febuilt from the hull ap from an
earlier schooner that ran
aground, as many such vesaels
wore in her day, and around
1808, Tilton sme her, and fell in
Jove. He sold the Fuller, signed
on to be captain and carried
loads af eoal, ico and potatoss up
and down the Mew England
copat, In 1821, at age 65, he
fwred e,

The Wentwerth was pn
mieredibly (st vesael with cesn
lines, and under Tilton's com-
mand st numerous records for
passages. She was also a work-
horse, carrying cordwood, coal,
bricks, lumber, harrels of tar, and

oven dutomohiles when this

mmﬂu-smmﬁucmmms. Wentworth, subsect
of the documentary film “Zeb-Schooner Life," which will soreen at the
Coffin School Wednesday, munding Brant Point.

mtommbant wies on strike:

She  survived numerons
storma at ses, and even the
ey hurricans of 1938,

Tilton himsell was & charis-
matic man, known for his wit
and strength. He was particular-
Iy popular on Mantucket

"After the eargo wha
unloaded, he'd couk up some
rolls, or gingerbread, the con-
certing would come out, and the
party would begin,” narrates
Whit Griswold in the film. Lile
his entire family, ke loved to
sing and he would take partics
out on the scheoner, and tell dto
ries for hour,

At the wheal, Tilton would
accept any challenge, and there

wins “not o man on the Vineyard
who would werk any harder™

Actor James Cagnoy sailed
with him while hiding on the
Vineyard from overzealous studio
exncutives, and Tilton took him to
Mantucket on o cargp trip.

Tilton geined near-celebrity
status for his exploits. He
#ppeared on Burgess Meredith'a
radip program “We the People,”
annsuncing his upcoming third
wedding. When ssked about his
desire to remarry so late in lifs,
he replied, *“Many a good tune
has boen played on an old fiddle®

He went on the radio again
nfter the wedding and his hones-
moon; o coal-hauling trip to Nan-
tucket

“Zeb’s story is
really about the
characteristics of
the region . .. It's a
story worth telling,
from a different
approach.”

Gordon Maisinghar
Writer/Direcinr

“Zabls story is really about the
characteristics of the region, Tt
really & much better approach to
talk about that than just o trav-
elogue, or to do a film about
lighthouses, or whatever,” aaid
Massingham, whose primary
business is the production of
emérgency-reaponse training
filmi. *If you were to read Polly's
boak, it gots into a lot about
island history when Zeb was
maturing, and beginning his
careor. What we did was get into
the history and development of
the achooner, Ite a story warth
telling, from & somewhnat diffis
et approach.

*I'm & sailar, and I war n his-
tory major in eollege, aa that
probably played into " Mass-
ingham continued. “There.is a
market Tor this kind of film,
which [ would describe as large-
Iy about maritime history, and
Zeb s a groat character to hang
it or. It also doesn’t hurt that
there are about & million
Tiltons"

In the late 19308, the Alice

Wentworth wan attached by
creditors, but a group of
inveators wan formod, induding
Charlie Bayle, and they raised
edght tmes the money noccasary
to pay off the debt. The Alice
Wentworth was restored, and
Tilten went back to son. But in
1842, he came ashore when his
eveaight failed, and tho bopt was
sold. His eyesight eventunlly
improved, and he tred to roturm
to the water, but in 1952, Tilten
died at his daughter's home,

The Alfce B Wensrarsh ended
up in Gloucester, theén plied the
charter trade in the Gulf of
Maine, and in 1965, wan put up
for auction. Bhe was sold for
813,000 and docked outside
Anthony's Pier 4 restaurant on
the Boston waterfront after
being filled with Styrofoam
Hocks to stay afloat,

She eventually sank, and car
ried to the bottom with her the
Inst vestiged of the working
coastal schooner, although the
tradition is carned on today in
tho schooner yachts and wind-
jummers that frequent the Gulf
of Maoine-and other ' East Coast
porte, On the Yineyard, her
memory stays alive in the foam
of the schooner Shenandoah,
owned by Bob Dougles of Black
Dog restaurant fame, which
makes frequent visits to Nan-
tuckot.

"Zeb-Schooner Life” T pm.
Wedrnesaay af the Coffin Schiood,
4 Winfer 8¢, Sponsored by the
Egan Marifime [nstitiite,



